
Methods of Reporting on Your Summer Readings for English 
 
 

 
Directions:  Below your will find a series of activities you may use to report on the 
books you read during the summer.  For each selection that you read, you may choose 
one of the different methods of reporting.  Carefully note the scoring guide that is 
included as your English teacher will be using this guide to grade your work.   
 
Remember:  Your project will comprise ten points of your first marking period 
report card grade.  This is the first project of the 2010-2011 school year for your 
English class and is due on Monday, September 13, 2010.  

 
1) Write a summary of the book you read.  Included in this summary should be: the 

names of the main characters, the setting of the story, a description of the conflict, 
the events that led up to the conflict and the resolution of the conflict.  Also, be sure 
to include the theme of the story.  In addition to reporting on the details of the book 
that you read, also write a brief reflection on this book.  Explain whether you liked 
this selection or not and why you reacted to the book this way.  Also, tell what lesson 
you learned from this book and how it can be related to your life.  This report should 
be a minimum of two pages, using a font size no larger than “12”.    

 
2) Write a different ending to your story.  Your alternate ending should be creative and 

feasible.  Included in your ending must be the names of the main characters and 
details explaining a resolution of their conflict. Should you choose this selection, the 
ending should be a minimum of two pages, using a font size no larger than “12”.      

 
3) Draw at least three comic strips that highlight three important events in the book.  

Each strip must be a minimum of four frames.  You are required to include the names 
of the characters.  Be sure the dialogue is realistic for each of the characters.  All 
details must accurately reflect the events from the book.   (Please Note:  Students 
who are scheduled for Advanced Placement, Journalism, or Honors English courses 
may not use this activity to report on their book.) 

 
4) Create song lyrics or a poem to tell about a book that you read.  Use the book title as 

the title for your song or poem.  Be sure to include several important details about the 
book, such as the names of the main characters, the setting, the conflict and its 
resolution along with the theme for this literary work.  This report must be a 
minimum of one typed page using a font size no larger than “12”.    

 
5) Write a letter to the author telling why you liked or didn’t like the book that you 

read.   Three or more valid reasons must be given to support your point of view.  
These reasons must be supported by facts or details.  Be sure to include the names of 
the main characters, setting of the story, conflict and resolution of this conflict.  The 
letter should be a minimum of one and a half typed pages, using a font size no larger 
than “12”.      



 
6) Create a time line sequencing ten important events from the book. Be sure they are 

listed in chronological order and are neatly spaced.  Include pictures to illustrate each 
event and words to explain each occurrence. 
 

7) Create a newspaper that is based on the book.  Include news stories, editorials, and 
advertisements that reflect the events of the literary work you have read. Also 
include a cross word puzzle in which the clues and answers are based on details from 
the book.  

 
Please note:  Each project must be neat and accurate.   
 
 
Your grade will be based on the following criteria:  
 
Accuracy   40% 
 
Amount of information 
 that reflects knowledge 
 of the literary work 30% 
 
Use of conventional grammar 
 and punctuation 10% 
 
Correct use of capitalization, 
  Correct spelling 10% 
 
Creativity   10% 
TOTAL             100% 
 
Your final grade on this project will be transferred into an equivalent number of points 
for the first marking period report card grade.  For example, 100% on the project is 
equivalent to 10 points towards the report card grade.  Similarly, 90% will be equivalent 
to 9 points, 84% will be equivalent to 8.4 points, etc.  Also note, points will be deducted 
for late projects. 
 

Do a Good Job!  Be Creative!!  Have Fun!!! 


